DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY
MEMORANDUM

" DATE:  November 15, 2005
| _ SU’B;JECT: Requirements for fire extinguishers at time of home resale/rental

e Be"ginmng November 1, 2005 legislation requlres that fire extingunshers are to be o
. provided at change of oceupancy (resale/rental) for R-# and R-4, ong- and twio-family
_-dwellmgs in: addition to the requ:rements for smoke and carbon monoxrde detectols

| New fi re extmgulshers are not required to be semoed and tagged by-a company oeruf ed.
by the Division of Fire Safety. However proof of purchase.or recelpt must bé: provided

The reqmrements for the type and placement of extinguishers are as follows

1. Atleast one portable fire extinguisher shall be installed in all one- andtwo-
family detached dwellings upon change of occupancy (except seasgna]

- rentalunits); =
The emngwsher shall be 2A -40B: C rated for residential use llsted

- fabeled, chargsd and operabilé;

The sizé shall be'no smite than Slbs and no largerihan 10 lbs

Must use hangers, or brack ipplied by the manufacturer; *

- Must be located within fn:‘feet of the kitchen; o
‘The top of the éxtinguisher must ot be more than five feet above the floor R
Must be-visible and in a readily accessible location, free from being bloekedfn Lo
by fumiture, storage, equapmentand otheritems; .- LE
Mu § 'near a room exrt ortravel path that prov:des anescaperoute to the e

w N

r

10 Must be installed with operating mstrucﬁons elearly v:s:bIe.-




3
; .
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. /€ arself fro the srlent kﬂler
Have a professaonal regu!arly ch;eck the. home sflue vents ch;mneys and fuel-

durning appliances to make sure they work proper Nscrh'ave the venting |

system checked for leaking duct work. Potential sources @f cafbon monoxsde“s;ﬁ'}
me home: :

A home carbon
monoxnded ‘ector

Blocked sounds an afarm
chtmn::; Unvented befo:;e healthy adults
opening spacé, h eater.' begin ta experience

symptoms of carbon
monoxide poisoning.

Operating a
barbecue grill in

enclosed areas

M An estimated 1,500
peopte die and -
another 10,000 seek
medical attention
annually due to
-exposure to carbon
monoxide, according
to the Journal of the
American Medical
Association.-

Where and How
Should I Install My
Smoke Detectors?

To install most smoke detectors, alt you
need is a screwdriver and a drill.

Most smoke detectors operate either on
batteries or household current. A detector
that plugs into a wall outlet must have 2
restraining. device so that the plug cannot
accidentally be pulled from the wall. De-
tectors can also,be hard-wired into the
electrical system. But never hard-wire a
detector to a circuit that can be turned off
at a wall switch.,

Because smoke rises, each detector
should be mounted high on a wall or on
the ceiling to detect traces of smoke. For
a wall-mounted unit, the top of the detec-
tor should be 4 to 12 inches from the ceil-
ing. A ceiling mounted detector should
be placed at least 4 inches from any wall.
In a room with a high pitched ceiling,
mount the detector on or near the ceil-
ing’s highest point.

Most home fires start in living areas —
the den, family room or living room. On
a floor with no bedrooms, install the re-
quued detector in or near the living area.
If a srirway leads to an upper story, install
the detector in the path where smoke
would travel up the stairs.

Don’t install a detector near a window,
door or.air register where drafts could im-
pair the detector operation.

Locate a basement smoke detector close
to the stairway leading to the floor above.

~.. ‘But don’t instal} the detector at the top of

the.basement stairs: dead air space near
he doot mhdy prevent smoke from réaching

7 th "deteetor

Smoke detectors — big protection
 for a small price!



