
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 

MEMORANDUM 

OATE: November 15, 2005 

SUBJECT: Requirements for fire extinguishers at time of home resale/rental 

· '. · B~inning November 1, ~()OS legislation reqt.1ires (hat fire extinguishers are·to ~· .· 
.. prf()Vfded· at Change of Qccupancy (resale/rehtal) .tor ~-#· and R-4, one-- and,~m11y 
' QWeliings. in addition to· the requirements for smoke and carbon monoxide detector$. 

' ' 

New fire extingui$11ers are not required to be. se.rvicecf arid tagged by· a co,np~ny certified· 
· · by the Division of Fire Safety. However, proof of pu~se. or receipt mustbe;ptovJd~. 

The• l'li:lquirements for .the type and placement of extinguishers are as follows; 

· 1. At least one portable fire extinguisher shall be installed in an·one- and two-
family detad1ed,dwe11ings upon change.of occupancy (except seasonaf · 
rental tflitS);, . · .· · : 

2: ti'.le·,exfihQuisher shaft be 2A:10B:C, rated for residentiat,use. listed~ 
.. , ~belea,·~af'ldo.pera~,' •. · ' ': ' ..... '' 

. 3: . The' s• ShilU>e:r10 s~fban SJl;)s. and no larg,er thM to ll)s.; · 
~; ~USt ijS& h$11Qel'$; O.tb~ftf $0ppliecf by the manufactaret; . , 

.. f~ Must be located Withi1ft$n feetof'tne kitchen.; · . .;. 
6~ · the tQp,Qf·tttee~gul$Her must riofbe more thatrtive feet above th~· fJQQ.r;. · 
7. Must ·f>iit-vtsilJle ~rid ;,ra· readb a.~sit,le ·tocation, ,~Jrotn being· bfock.~H;t · 

by ftlmitur& storage, equfpmenfand other items· ,, ' '' ' " ' ···:. =:z:t::~==z=7to~; 
. • · r$.Q~rdiog the operatk>n; in~n and mainte~'jf'the extinguisher; .· 

an,<t . . . . . . . . . ·.• : , . 
10; Mus.the inst$11ed with operating. an~ctions clearly.vi~. 

•.,.,·., 



Proteetirtg yed,rself from the !lll:ent ·killer 
Have· a protess\ona1: regµ\arty c~~ the h9~e·s flu8'; yeq,s, chimn~ys. ~d fue1-
:1urnin9 applianoe~ to make s.ur,1they work properlyl,{Af~'~Ve)he venting. .. 
system checked for leaking duct work. Potential $0\#ce:s tjf carbon monoxide:iin '. 
the home: .· · · ·· •.. ,. . . :: · · 
.. . · Biock.ed .. .,. /IR:e..~m~ndoo. 

lchimne,y Unvented . •. ·· slte.ifQr;,tl.' c~$Qn ... · 

-:-:·:~::,: ::· 

· · openin~ ·. space: heater .~P~~l¢'e ·cieteQtor 

·. . . .. O!~t~)p~.: .. : •..... ,,.:: 
· actdhtona1: d$tecloi:s_, . . . . ·. . " ·~: .. ·, •. :,.·.-~:- ,: .'::· 

Operating a 
barbecue grilt in 

nclosed areas 
C7-~"\.. '--· ·ch as the 

g~r,1:~~ 

..... :·.-. 

•:,A.b;ome c~bon 
rnQriqxicie o~tector 
souflds arr: alarm 
before h~althy adults 
begin to experience 
symptoms· of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

• An estimated.1,500 
people die and 
another·10,900 seek 
medical attention 
annually due to 
exposure to carbon 
monoxide, according 
to the Journal of the 
American Medical 
Association. 

. ;;:.' ... )~i.zf_:::;·: .. /.,' '¥,, 

G'~:n~lt\~ews 
. . '-:t, 

... Where and. How 
Should I Install My 

Smoke Detectors? 
To install· most smoke detectors, all you 

need is .a screwdriver and a drill. 
Most smoke detectors operate either on 

batteries or household current. A detector 
that plugs into a wall outlet must have a 
restraining. device so that the plug cannot 
accidentally be pulled from the wall: De
tectors can also.be hard-wired into the 
electrical system. But never hard-wire a 
detector to a circuit that can be turned off 
at a wall switch. 

Because smoke rises, each detector 
should be mounted high on a wall or on 
the ceiling to detect traces of smoke. For 
a wall-mounted unit, the top ·of the detec
tor should be 4 to 12 inches from the ceil
ing. A ceiling mounted detector should 
be placed at least 4 inches from any wall. 
In a room with a high pitched ceiling, 
mount the detector on or near the ceil
ing's highest point. 

Most home ±Ires Startin living areas -
the den, family room or living room. On 
a floor with no bedrooms, install the re
quired detector in or near the living area. 
If a s.rairway leads to an upper story, install 
the detector in the path where smoke 
would travel up the stairs. 

Don't install a detector near a window, 
door or.air register where drafts could im
pair the detector operation. 

Locate a basement smoke detector close 
to the stairway leading to the floor above. 
But don't install the detector at the top of 

,:,.. tbe.has®l,ent stairs:· dead air space near 
· · · · · th~.doot: ~Y prevent smoke from reaching 

th.fdete,9tor, . 

Smcke. de,iect.ors - big protection 
for a sma/.l price! , 

~ 


